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A Study Guide to the Book of Exodus 


The Book 

There are 40 chapters and 1,213 verses in the book. Unquestionably, the book of Exodus is one 
of the most important books in the Old Testament. The Exodus-Event is to the Old Testament 
what the Cross/Resurrection-Event is to the New Testament. Some of the major concepts in this 
book are grace, covenant, election, salvation, worship, providence, etc. 

The Name of the Book 

The Hebrew text simply says, “These are the names" (i.e., of the sons of Israel who went into 
Egypt). In the Hebrew text, the first word or first important phrase is often the title of the book. 
The word/title, "Exodus," came from the Septuagint (LXX) which is the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew text in the 3 rd century B.C. This was probably based on the occurrence of the word 
"departure" (exodus) in Exodus 19:1. This word derives from two words: ek ("out of, from") 
and hodos ("way, road"). 

Even though the name of the book is "Exodus," the majority of the subject matter does not 
focus on the exodus-event but on what took place after the event: i.e., the establishment of 
community/family/individual life built around the laws given at Mt. Sinai and instructions for 
the building of the tabernacle. 


The Author of the Book 

No one is clearly stated as the author of the entire book but evidence overwhelmingly indicates 
Mosaic authorship for at least 4 reasons: One, Moses claimed it (17:14; 24:4; Num. 33:2); 

Two, Jesus affirmed it (Mk. 10:5; Jn. 5:46); Three, Jewish tradition maintains it; Four, 
archaeology confirms it (the customs, events, & names indicate that the author was not writing 
hundreds of years after the event). 

F.B. Huey, Jr. significantly declares: "If we affirm that Exodus, or any other book of the Bible, 
was written under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, then dispute among scholars as to the 
exact name of the author becomes largely academic and of secondary importance." 1 

The Date of the Exodus 

Most scholars suggest either around 1440 B.C. (during the eighteenth Egyptian dynasty) or 
around 1250 B.C. (during the nineteenth Egyptian dynasty). There are simply no extant or 
existing historical documents or evidence from which we can establish the date of the exodus 
with certainty. But its historicity is doubtless. 


1 F.B. Huey, Jr., A Study Guide Commentary: Exodus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1977), 8-9. 
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The Theme of the Book 


Roy L. Honeycutt suggests, "The Lordship of Yahweh: He is Lord of history (l:l-7:7). Lord of 
nature (7:8-18:27), Lord of man (19:1-24:14), and Lord of worship (25:1-40:38)." 2 

Yahweh chose to redeem from bondage those who would yield to Him and then send those 
very ones He redeemed on a redemptive mission. The covenant that Yahweh made with Israel 
was conditioned upon her obedience to the covenant obligations. The rest of the Old 
Testament basically reveals the story of how Israel responded to those obligations. 
"Unfortunately, it is largely a story of disobedience, unheeded warnings of the prophets, and 
punishment. The history of Israel in the Old Testament times has been called a 'history of 
failure - failure to be the people God wanted them to be." 3 May the same not be said of the 
Church which has also been chosen and sent on a redemptive mission. 


2 Allen, Clifton J., ed. The Broadman Bible Commentary, vol. 1, Exodus, by Roy L. Honeycutt, Jr. (Nashville: 
Broadman Press, 1969), 299. 

3 Huey, 81. 
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Outlined Overview 


1 

ISRAEL 

INSIDE EGYPT (1:1-12:36) 


A. 

Oppression (1:2-2:25) 


B. 

Provision (3:1-7:13) 


C. 

Confrontation (7:14-11:10) 


D. 

Anticipation (12:1-36) 

II 

ISRAEL 

OUTSIDE EGYPT (12:37-40:38) 


A. 

To the Red Sea (12:37-15:21) 


B. 

To Mt. Sinai (15:22-18:27) 


C. 

At Mt. Sinai (19:1-40:38) 


Throughout the body of this study guide, these major sections and sub-sections will be 
variously broken down into further sub-sections with summary statements which note the 
primary emphases within those perspectives. The purpose of this organized format is to make 
one's understanding and comprehension of the material clearer and easier to see. 
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Outlined with Sectional Summaries 


ISRAEL INSIDE EGYPT (1:1-12:36) 

A. Oppression (1:1-2:25) 

1. Multiplication of the Israelites (1:1-7) 

These verses indicate how the Israelites came to be in Egypt 
(cp. Genesis 37-40) and their forthcoming growth ("fruitful . . . 
increased abundantly ... multiplied -v. 7). Little did they 
realize the persecution they were about to face and that such 
persecution would constantly dog them. 

2. Enslavement of the Israelites (1:8-22) 

An Egyptian leader now arises would who did not remember 
what the Jewish Joseph had done for Egypt. He enslaves them 
and afflicts them with various building projects with intentions 
to destroy them. Such efforts backfired and their numbers 
continued to increase. His efforts to kill all the male children 
also did not materialize. 

3. Birth of Moses (2:1-10) 

God's plan for His people now finds expression in the birth 
and life of Moses, all of which fell under the protection of 
God. Moses grew up in Egypt and acquired much wisdom 
and other character features for future leadership. 

4. Moses Murders an Egyptian (2:11-14) 

At the age of forty (cp. Acts 7:32; Hebrews 11:24-25), Moses 
murders an Egyptian. His efforts to cover up the experience 
were thwarted. Moses leaves the country out of a sense of 
self-preservation. 

5. Moses'Flight to Midian (2:15-22) 

The Egyptian Pharaoh learns of the murder by Moses and 
intends to kill Moses. Moses successfully flees to Midian, 
where wealthy nomads roamed. Midian was a son of 
Abraham by Keturah (Gen. 25:1-6). His descendants and 
their land are mentioned in Gen. 37:25, 36; Ex. 2:15-21. 
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While at one of the wells in Midian, Moses encounters 
a confrontation between 7 daughters of a priest and some 
shepherd. He went to live with the family and later 
married one of the daughters: Zipporah ("bird"). 

Their first son was Gershom ("to drive out"). 

Ex. 7:7 and Acts 7:30 indicate that forty years took 
place between vs. 22 and vs. 23. 

6. God's Pledge to Redeem (2:23-25) 

Upon the death of the Pharaoh, Moses returns to Egypt. 
Plans to release the Israelites from Egyptian bondage 
now begin to unfold. God's timing could not have been 
better. 

B. Provision (3:1-7:13) 

1. The Call of Moses (3:1-6) 

The "angel of the Lord," signifying the presence of God, 
and Moses' response ("here I am") to His presence was, 
nevertheless, accompanied by appropriate fear. Like Isaiah 
(6:5) and Ezekiel (1:28), Moses knew that no one could see 
God and live (Ex. 33:20). 

2. The Commission of Moses (3:7-10) 

Vs. 7 is the first time in the OT where God calls Israel 
"My people." God informs Moses that he will be the 
human instrument through whom God will carry out His 
plans or purpose. "A land flowing with milk and honey" 
is used to describe Canaan and to symbolize its 
abundance and fertility. 

3. The Reluctant Witness (3:11-4:13) 

The four excuses Moses offered for not being God's 
human instrument (not qualified, no knowledge of 
God's name/character, not believable, speaking 
problems) were offset by God's presence & provisions. 

Vs. 13 indicates the real reason for his reluctance: 
no personal desire to obey. 
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4. Moses'Spokesman (4:14-17) 

Numbers 11:1 reveal that God was bothered by Moses' 
reluctance. So, God supplies the spokesperson in 
the personhood of Aaron. 

5. Moses Returns to Egypt (4:18-23) 

In accordance with Near Eastern norms/rules, Moses 
gets permission from his father-in-law to leave Midian 
for Egypt. God informs him of the gigantic tasks and 
difficulties before him: "but I will harden his heart, 
that he shall not let the people go"( v.21). This truth 
is found 18 times in Exodus and in 3 different forms: 

* God hardened Pharaoh's heart [4:21; 7:3, 13; 9:12; 

10:1, 20 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8] 

** Pharaoh hardened his own heart [8:15, 32; 9:34] 

*** Pharaoh's heart was hardened [7:14, 22; 8:19; 

9:7, 35] 

The Hebrews viewed God as sovereign and, thus, 
there were no secondary causes. So, in whatever 
form it is stated, there are equal in meaning. 

6. Circumcision of Moses (4:24-26) 

Moses had to be circumcised to fulfill this aspect of 
the covenant requirements or his himself would be 
disqualified from the covenant. Zipporah's actions 
met with God's approval and his life was spared. 

7. God's Pledge to Redeem Announced to the People (4:27-31) 

Moses meets Aaron in the wilderness where they 
discussed their upcoming adventures. When they 
shared the plans with the people, assurance of God's 
directives resulted in worship of God by all of them. 

8. Moses' Initial Encounter with Pharaoh (5:1-9) 

Since the Egyptian pharaohs regarded themselves as 
gods, as did the people, any attempt by anyone to 
challenge their divine status was only met with resistance. 
The Israelites were accused of idleness and, therefore, 
their workload was only increased. 
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9. Work Load Increased (5:10-14) 

The anticipated positive response of Moses to help the 
people met with an opposite result. They had to make 
more bricks and to gather their own straw in the process. 

It was a disappointing time for Moses and the people. 

10. Complaints to Pharaoh (5:15-19) 

The complaints of the foremen to the Pharaoh were use¬ 
less. They were accused of being lazy and told to get back 
to work. 

11. Complaints to Moses and Aaron (5:20-21) 

The people asked God to judge them for the additional 
troubles which they now faced. They fear for their 
very lives. 

12. Complaints to God - by Moses (5:22-23) 

Although God had previously told Moses about the 
resistance of the pharaoh (3:19), Moses did not remember 
and proceeded to blame God for the additional brutality 
for the people. 

13. God Encourages Moses (6:1-13) 

God had previously been known only by the name 
ElShaddai ("God Almighty"). So, to boost the courage 
of Moses and the confidence of people in Moses, God 
declares his covenant name: Yahweh/Jehovah ("to be," 
the eternal, absolute, uncaused One Who would be 
known for what He does). The people, however, were 
so discouraged over their burdens and would not listen. 

14. Genealogical Parenthesis (6:14-27) 

This is given to establish the history & lineage of Moses 
& Aaron, especially as it relates to the tribe/family of Levi, 
given here for the first time (Gen. 46:9-11; Num. 3:18-33). 
The purpose is to establish their identity, God's providence, 
and orderliness. 
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15. Reaffirmation of God's Call & Commission to Moses (6:28-7:7) 

God reinforces His directive mission to Pharaoh for both 
Moses & Aaron, despite the reluctance of Moses. God would 
endow Moses with godly authority. The Pharaoh will still 
resist but such resistance will only result in God's signs, 
wonders, disasters, and judgments. 

16. Portrayal of God's Power (7:8-13) 

4:1-9 records that God had given 3 signs by which Moses 
could verify his directives from God. Here, one of those 
signs (a rod turned into a serpent) was matched by the 
Egyptian wise men and magicians in an effort to discredit 
the reputed miracle by Moses. A hardening of Pharaoh's 
heart somehow results. 

C. Confrontation (7:14-11:10) 

Encounters with Pharaoh and Resulting Plagues: 

Ten divisive and decisive conflicts between the God of Israel and the Egyptian 
god-like Pharaoh now unfolds. The God of Israel initiates these conflicts and 
proves His superior abilities, regardless of the specific struggle at hand. In 
order to demonstrate that God was in control, the conflicts and the resulting 
plagues upon the Egyptians took place under the timing of God and were 
limited in their extent (only the Egyptians and Pharaoh were affected by the 
plagues). 

1. Water to Blood (7:14-25) 

Since the Egyptians viewed the Nile River as sacred, this was a direct 
confrontation to one of their objects of worship. Since the Nile was 
the main source of water, even the streams, ponds, and pools were 
contaminated for seven days. The deceptive counteroffer by the 
magicians was enough to convince the Pharaoh that he need not be 
so quickly shaken, thus refusing to yield to God's power and plan. 

2. Frogs (8:1-15) 

Because the Pharaoh refused to let God's people go, God afflicted 
the land with an abundance of frogs, thus negatively affecting areas 
of desired cleanliness. Even though frogs were also viewed as objects 
of worship, the abundance of them was overwhelming and led to the 
unavoidable task of killing some or many of them. The counteroffer of 
the magicians was apparently limited in scope. They could not remove 
them. The subsequent decision of the Pharaoh to ask for God's help 
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and let the people go was superficial and short-lived. His temporary 
repentance led to additional conflicts with the God of Israel. 

3. Lice (8:16-19) 

The word "lice" may also be translated "gnats, flies, fleas, mosquitoes." 
These insects commonly infect people with a virus which causes fever, 
headaches, skin rashes, joint pain, low blood pressure, and other health 
problems. These insects typically emerge from dusty territories such as 
was being experiences in Egypt. The Egyptian magicians were not able 
to counteroffer this plague and said, "This is the finger of God" (an ex¬ 
pression referring to either divine power or a confession that they were 
not able to duplicate it). Nevertheless, the Pharaoh was undaunted. 

4. Flies (8:20-32) 

This large group or mass of flies actually destroyed much of the land. 

The exception was in the NE district of Egypt where the Hebrews 
settled at the time of Joseph (Ge. 46:28-29) and where they apparently 
still resided. The Pharaoh allowed the Hebrews to go and sacrifice to God 
some short distance from Egypt. Once the flies were removed, the 
Pharaoh once again stubbornly refused to let the people go. No men¬ 
tion of the heretofore active magicians. 

5. Livestock (9:1-7) 

This plague was conditional: a twenty-hour notice. Nevertheless, the 
Pharaoh did not yield and thus disease and death came upon the 
livestock of the Egyptians but not the Israelites. The Pharaoh continues 
to buck God and His command to let the people go. No response from 
the magicians here either. 

6. Boils (9:8-12) 

No warning or notice was given the Pharaoh with regard to this 
plague. Apparently, the boils were the result of the ashes thrown into 
the air from a furnace used to make bricks. The magicians are mentioned 
here but only insofar as they too were afflicted with the boils. We do not 
hear from or about them again. The march to total victory continues. 

7. Hail (9:13-35) 

Since hail, thunder, and rain were not common occurrences in Egypt, 
the announcement of it was somewhat incomprehensible. Nevertheless, 
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two warnings took place (v. 14, 18-19) with mixed results among the 
Pharaoh's officials (v. 20-21). This is the first plague which aims to 
destroy both people and property. Again, the Israelites were protected 
from the devastation. The Pharaoh pleads for God's mercy and 
offers a short-lived promise to let the people go. As usual, however, 
he recants when the weather abates. 

8. Locusts(10:1-20) 

Locusts are a common cause of destruction in the Middle East to this 
very day. Here, however, they were uniquely designed by God to 
destroy anything that remained after the previous plague of hail, etc. 

So severe was the devastation in terms of loss and stench that the 
Pharaoh confessed his sin and pleaded with Moses to plead with 
God to remove the plague. In typical fashion, the Pharaoh oscillates 
between pretended repentance and actual resistance. 

9. Darkness (10:21-29) 

This plague was another confrontation with divine implications. 

The Egyptian sun god, Amon-Ra, was overcome by darkness - without 
warning. The thick, heavy darkness descended at God's word and lasted 
for three days. There was light, however, where the Israelites lived. 

The Pharaoh's attempt to compromise met with resistance from Moses. 
The Pharaoh fluctuates as usual. 

10. Prediction of Death for Egypt's Firstborn Sons and Animals (11:1-10) 

This plague was the straw that broke the camel's back. The firstborn 

sons represented everything to the Israelites. Therefore, in their 
minds, the death of the firstborn stood for the death of the entire 
nation, its gods, and animals. Pharaoh's inability to prevent this 
plague revealed like nothing before, his helplessness. Neither the 
Pharaoh nor any Egyptian gods have right to the firstborn. This right 
belongs only to Yahweh/God. Therefore, no longer will it be the Israelites 
who cry out from anguish. Moses informs Pharaoh that great anguish will 
now occur throughout Egypt. The Pharaoh was doomed. The stage is 
now set for the first Passover to depict God's deliverance of His people 
from death and Egyptian bondage. The superiority of God and His 
ownership even of Egypt will now be without question. 

D. Anticipation (12:1-36) 

1. Instructions for the Passover (12:1-13) 
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In anticipation of the tenth plague, the Israelites were to prepare 
for exemption from it, as well as to commemorate deliverance 
from Egypt in a memorial meal. Specifics are given regarding what 
type & how the animal would be used in the meal. Particulars are also 
given concerning why blood must be smeared on the doorposts 
so that the plague of death will pass over the Israelites. 

2. Instructions for the Festival of Unleavened Bread (12:14-20) 

Since leaven was symbolic of Egypt & the evils associated with it, only 
unleavened bread was to be used for a post-Passover meal to celebrate 
their deliverance from Egypt. This meal was to remind them of the 
bitterness of their bondage and also the haste with which they left the 
country to begin new lives with God in control. The strictness of avoid¬ 
ing any trace of leaven/yeast is seen in being cut off from the privileges 
and rights of being God's people. 

3. Instructions for and Observance of the First Passover (12:21-28) 

Specifics are stated once again as to how the meal is to be observed. 
Stress is also here made as to the endless observance of this meal and 
the importance of explaining its significance to their children. The fact 
that humility and worship are consequential indicates the appreciated 
values expressed by the people to their God. 

4. Implementation of Death for Firstborn (12:29-30) 

The execution of the tenth plague now follows. The previous nine 
took place according to God's specified location, timing, and intensity, 
and this one was no different. The force of its implementation was 
such that great anguish was heard throughout the land. Fluman pride 
was aborted. Foolish resistance to God's directives was demonstrated 
through nationwide death of the firstborn. 

5. Pharaoh's Command to Flee Egypt (12:31-36) 

The pride of the Pharaoh was now sufficiently punctured to result in 
a unified chorus with all the Egyptians: "Get out/Leave us." His request 
to "bless me" seems to indicate his desire to avoid any future plague. 
The unleavened bread would indicate the swiftness with which they left 
Egypt. As previously promised (3:20-22 and 11:2-3), the Egyptians re¬ 
sponded with favor, kindness, and goodwill to the former slaves and 
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gave them whatever they wanted. In one sense, it was a way to punish 
the Egyptians for their previous inhumane treatment of the Israelites. It 
also represented victory over them. However, the "articles of silver and 
gold" taken as a sign of God's goodness wound up being used in the 
construction of the golden calf (32:1-6) as a sign of their badness. 

II ISRAEL OUTSIDE EGYPT (12:37-40:38) 

A. To the Red Sea (12:37-15:21) 

1. Flight from Egypt (12:37-39) 

The very night in which the firstborn in Egypt died, over 600,000 Israelites 
(men, women, and children) - in addition to many people who were not 
Israelites - departed Rameses in an easterly, southeasterly direction to 
Succoth (a town, region, or area in the region of Goshen where the 
Israelites had been protected). It was these very foreigners who later 
joined with the people of Israel to complain (Numbers 11:4-6). Since 
they had left Rameses in a hurry, the only food they had was unleavened 
bread. 

2. Summary of Sojourn in Egypt & Significance of Passover (12:40-42, 51) 

After 430 years of Egyptian affliction, the very night of departure was set 
or appointed by God. The Passover celebration of this event was to be a 
well-guarded annual, worshipful reminder of God's power and protection 
in their behalf. To assist in this massive movement of people, God lead 
them out in organized divisions. 

3. Participants in the Passover (12:43-50) 

In order to stress a sense of oneness among the Israelites during the 
observance of the Passover, no foreigners were allowed to participate. 
Exceptions were permitted on condition of being circumcised - a ticket 
of admission which no flippant or less than totally dedicated person to 
God would desire or embrace. 

4. Dedication of the Firstborn (13:1-16) 

It was the death of the firstborn sons among the Egyptians that God had 
used to convict the Pharaoh of his need to change and let the Hebrews 
go. It was the dedication of the firstborn sons & male animals among the 
Israelites that God would use to symbolize their complete consecration 
to God - everything they were and owned belonged to God. The 
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firstborn stood for one's purest and best - among people and animals. 
The sons must be redeemed; the animals must be sacrificed as reminders 
of God's redemptive and sacrificial actions in their behalf. 

5. God's Providential Guidance (13:17-14:4) 

In order to protect the Israelites from another confrontation and 
conflict with yet another oppressive peoples, the Philistines, God 
led the Israelites further south & eastwardly to Etham. The light 
of His presence & guidance consisted of a pillar of cloud during the day 
and a pillar of fire by night. They were then to march in a northerly 
direction to the shore near the town Pi-hahiroth ("the house of Hathor," 
the most famous goddesses of ancient Egypt). This was opposite Baal- 
zephon ("lord of the north"). The Pharaoh would think they were 
trapped (at last) and would renew his determination to wipe them off the 
face of the earth. As usual, his fickle plan backfired and it would be the 
Egyptians who were obliterated. 

6. Pharaoh Pursues the Israelites (14:5-9) 

Somehow the Pharaoh thought the Israelites would return to Egypt. 
When this looked unlikely, the Pharaoh ordered hundreds of his 
troops to pursue them with chariots (at least 600) and horses. 

7. Israel Fears and Complains (14:10-12) 

As the Egyptians came closer, the Israelites had another panic attack. 
Fearing the worst, they complained to Moses that bondage in Egypt was 
preferable to death in the wilderness. 

8. Deliverance Through the Red Sea (14:13-22, 29-31) 

Moses responds that their fears are unfounded and instructs them to 
simply watch God destroy the Egyptians so as to prove without question 
that He alone is sovereign and supreme. The angel of God and the pillar 
of cloud now moved from in front of them to behind them so that the 
Egyptians were engulfed in absolute darkness. Under the outstretched 
hand of Moses, the sea parted and a dry path of deliverance was thus 
provided for their escape - once again. 

9. Destruction of the Egyptians (14:23-28) 

As the Egyptians followed them across the bottom of the sea, God 
threw them into confusion as the chariot wheels came off and they 
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could be driven no more. The Egyptians realized once again that God 
was fighting for Israel and against them. As Moses raised his hand once 
again over the sea, the heretofore protective walls of water for the 
Israelites now descended upon the Egyptians without even one survivor. 

10. Songs of Praise for Deliverance (15:1-21) 

In response to the action/s of God in their behalf, Moses and the 
people sang a song of praise for God's overthrow of the Egyptians 
in the sea. His anger against His enemies. His unapproachable 
majestic holiness above all gods, and the praise He so richly deserves. 
Likewise, Miriam led all the women in rhythm and dance as an expres- 
lon of worship and also sang celebratory praises to the Lord for His 
mercy. 

B. To Mt. Sinai (15:22-18:27) 

1. Water Provided (15:22-27) 

After crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites traveled in the Shur Desert or 
Wilderness of Shur for three days without water. Traveling further 
southward, they came to Marah where God told Moses how to turn 
bitter water into sweet water, thereby proving again His ability to provide 
for them. Nevertheless, God placed before them, again, the responsi¬ 
bilities of the covenant. They continued further southward to Elim for 
additional water and rest. 

2. Hunger Satisfied (16:1-21) 

They continued south, southeasterly to the Wilderness of Sin where 
the terrain was of a clay-like, thorny nature. Since the Israelites had 
already eaten all the food they had brought with them, the fainthearted 
winners chose to whine this time about their hunger. With unbelievable 
stedfastness, God chose to once again meet their physical needs by 
providing manna (bread) and quail (meat) which could be easily picked 
up due to their exhausting flight. Regulations concerning how the people 
were to use the food was observed by some and not by others. For the 
latter, the resulting loss of food disappointed the people and angered 
Moses. Through it all, however, God's ultimate, higher purpose was to 
continue to chip away at their corrupt nature and sharpen their faith. 

3. The Sabbath (16:22-30) 

On the sixth day, with doubled amounts of collected manna, their food 
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supply for the next day of rest from their toils (Sabbath) would be 
sufficient. The so-called leftover food was good and wholesome. Those 
who disobediently looked for more found none, as God predicted. 

4. Manna as a Memorial (16:31-36) 

Since God would provide this manna for the next forty years. He 
instructs them to memorialize His provisions by presenting to Himself 
two quarts of manna as a symbolic token. These would eventually be 
placed in the Ark of the Covenant when the Tabernacle was constructed. 

5. God Provides Water at Rephidim (17:1-7) 

As they continued in a southerly direction toward Mount Sinai, they 
arrived at Rephidim and faced another water shortage. These God- 
appointed, yet fainthearted winners once again whined and God once 
again provided their needs through the specified actions of Moses. 

The place was descriptively named Massah ("proof, testing") and 
Meribah ("contention, arguing"). 

6. God Gives Victory Over Amalek & Amalekites (17:8-16) 

Another faith-challenge took place at Rephidim as they fought with 
Amalek and the Amalekites (descendants of Esau - Gen. 36:12). 

Through coordinated teamwork, Moses, Aaron, and Hur, the Israelites 
were victorious. An altar was erected to permanently commemorate 
additional evidence of God's powerful presence among the people. 

7. God Remedies Organizational Problems Through Jethro (18:1-27) 

Moses' father-in-law, Jethro (priest of Midian) heard about God's 
actions in behalf of the Israelites and went out to meet him. Moses 
explained to him all the things that had happened, including the 
problems and how God resolved them. Jethro rejoiced and offered 
sacrifices to God. The next day, Moses was involved in settling disputes 
between the people. Jethro noticed that this was too much for one 
man and suggested that he find some capable, honest men whom he 
could appoint as judges to help with smaller matters and Moses only 
take on the hard cases. Once again, God was acting through others. 

C. At Mt. Sinai (19:1-40:38) 

1. Call to Covenant and Acceptance (19:1-8) 
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The Israelites arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai exactly two months 
after leaving Egypt. This final arrival at Sinai was a fulfillment of the 
sign given earlier (3:12). God summoned Moses on the mountain and 
revealed to him a proposed covenant based on God's act of deliverance 
and conditioned on Israel's obedience. Israel's entry into the 
covenant was by choice: "if." There were three benefits that 
would accompany a positive response: *a peculiar treasure; 

**a kingdom of priests; ***a holy nation. [Cp. 1 Peter 2:9 for 
Its ultimate fulfillment]. The people responded with seemingly 
good intentions (v. 8). 

2. Preparation to Meet God (19:9-15) 

Upon their acceptance of the covenant obligations, God informed 
Moses that the people must prepare themselves for His appearance. 
They were to separate themselves from anything unclean or impure. 
Sexual abstinence was also required. 

3. God Appears at Sinai and Summons Moses (19:16-25) 

On the morning of the third day, unusual happenings terrified the 
people. Moses brought the people to the base of the mountain. 

God invited Moses to the top of the mountain. He was told to go 
back and get Aaron, perhaps for a witness or even a spokesman 
in case Moses fell back upon his speech impairment sysndrome 

4. Moses Receives the Ten Commandments (20:1-17) 

Even though the Israelites were not the first or only people to 
have written law codes, theirs has had far reaching effects on 
almost all civilizations. These laws were meant to form them 
into a distinct nation of peoples who were uniquely separated 
from the world in which they lived for the purpose of bearing 
positive witness to the God Who had called and formed them 
as such. These laws or commandments are from God and set 
forth principles to govern their relationships with God and 
others. The first four deal with man's vertical relationships 
with God. The remaining six deal with man's horizontal relation¬ 
ships with others. 

5. The Fear of the People (20:18-21) 

Due to the evidences of God's presence, great fear came upon the 
people. They requested that Moses, not God, speak to them, lest 
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they die. Thus, Moses explained that God demonstrated His power 
to them so that their reverential awe of Him would keep them from 
sinning. 

6. Terms of the Covenant for Social [Civic & Criminal] Justice (20:22-23:33) 

Emphasis now falls upon specific regulations by which the hori¬ 
zontal relationships with others are to be appropriately conducted: 
worship (20:22-26) - treatment of slaves (21:1-11) - capital crimes 
(21:12-17) - non-capital offenses (21:18-32) - property rights (21:33- 
22:15) - seducing virgins (22:16-17) - other capital offenses (22:18-20) 

-- humane duties (22:21-31) - justice (23:1-13) - annual festivals (23:14- 
19) - promise of God's guidance to the promised land (23:20-31) - con¬ 
cluding warning and exhortation (23:32-33). 

7. Confirmation of the Covenant (24:1-18) 

In order to confirm or ratify the covenantal agreement, sacrificial 
blood was required (24:1-8), in addition to eating a meal in God's 
presence (24:9-11). Moses and Joshua now return to the mountain for 
further instructions about worship regulations for the people. Moses 
was on the mountain alone for six days in preparation for meeting God. 
Finally, God appeared to Moses and they communed for forty days 
and nights (24:12-18). 

8. INTERLUDE: Instructions Given to Moses on Mt. Sinai for the 
Construction of the Tabernacle & Consecration of the Priests 
(25:1-31:18) 

*There is a natural progression from 24:18 into 32:1 w/out ch. 25-31. 
*There is a natural progression from 31:18 into 35:1 w/out ch. 32-34. 
a. Tabernacle - for Worship (25:1-29:46) 


(1) 

Offering (25:1-9) 

(2) 

Ornamentation (25:10-29:46) 


(a) 

Ark - symbolic of God's presence 
(25:10-22) 


(b) 

Shewbread - symbolic of God's provisions 
(25:23-30) 


(c) 

Lampstand - symbolic of God's purpose 
(25:31-40) 


(d) 

Coverings - symbolic of God's protection 
(26:1-14) 


(e) 

Wood - symbolic of God's pliancy 
(26:15-30) 


(f) 

Veil - symbolic of God's preeminence 
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(26:31-35) 

(g) Screen - symbolic of God's pathway 
(26:36-37) 

(h) Altar - symbolic of people's need for 
atoning repentance (27:1-8) 

(i) Court - symbolic of people's separation 
from world for worship (27:9-19) 

(j) Oil - symbolic of God's & God's people's 
permanent value in the world (27:20-21) 

(k) Garments - symbolic of purposeful 
worship (28:1-43) 

* Purity of priests (28:1-5) 

* Ephod (Waistcoat) - symbolic of 
identity with people (28:6-14) 

* Breastpiece - symbolic of discerning 
judgment about God's will (28:15-30) 

* High priest - symbolic of fruitfulness, joy, 
holiness in worshipping God (28:31-35) 

* Medallion on Turban - symbolic of inspiring 
faulty priest & people of a faultless God's 
acceptance of them (28:36-39) 

* Ordinary priests - symbolic of pure 
worship to avoid guilt & death (28:40-43) 

(3) Consecration of Priests for Worship Leadership (29:1-37) 

(a) Offerings, washings, clothing, anointing - 
symbolized inward cleansing (29:1-9) 

(b) Animal sacrificial offerings - symbolized purification 
from sin (29:10-14) 

(c) Burnt offerings of ram - symbolized vicarious 
service by surrender/dedication to God (29:15-18) 

(d) Peace offering of ram - symbolized installation and 
holiness (29:19-21) 

(e) Wave offering - symbolized giving to God and 
God's giving to the priests (29:22-28) 

(f) Garments - symbolized continued or generational 
value (29:29-30) 

(g) Shared meal - symbolized communion or 
fellowship with God (29:31-34) 

(h) Seven days - symbolized complete dedication to 
God as well as cleaning & acceptance by/to God 
(29:35-37) 

(4) Daily Sacrifices Required to Maintain Covenant Devotion 
(29:38-41) 

(a) Morning lamb - symbolized early surrender to God 
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with fine flour, beaten oil, wine for the priests 
(29:39-40) 

(b) Evening lamb - symbolized later surrender to God 
with bread & wine for priests (29:41) 

(5) God's presence: the overarching purpose of all (29:42-46) 

(6) Finalized Instructions (30:1-31:17) 

(a) Altar of incense - symbolized reconciliation to God 
and communion with God (30:1-10) 

(b) Census money - symbolized support for priestly 
service/ministry (30:11-16) 

(c) Laver for washing - symbolized God's holiness and 
required purification for priests (30:17-21) 

(d) Anointing oil - symbolized identification of people 
set apart to the service of God (30:22-33) 

(e) Incense - symbolized the sweetness of devotion to 
God & acceptance by Him (30:34-38) 

(f) Chosen workmen - specialized skillful people 
appointed by God & through whom God does 
His work/will (31:1-11) 

(g) Sabbath observance - symbolized obedience to 
God's covenant & relationship with God and His 
People (31:12-17) 

b. Transitional testimony between the Tabernacle [25:1-31:17], 
apostasy and restoration [32:1034:35] (31:18) 

(1) Ten Commandments - symbolized significance of the 

Tabernacle 

(2) The finger of God - symbolized the authority of the One 

Who gave the Ten Commandments 

9. PARENTHESIS: Israel's Apostasy While Moses Was on Mt. Sinai 

(32:1-34:35) - l.e.. What Took Place Between the Instructions Given to 

Moses (ch. 25-31) & Implementation of the Instructions (ch. 35-40). 

a. People's Apostasy (32:1-6) 

Not knowing what had happened to Moses on the mountain, 
the people asked Aaron to build them a visible god. Strangely 
enough, Aaron seemed to offer no resistance to their request 
and actually instructed them how to do it. In the ancient world, 
"calf" or "young bull" symbolized strength and reproductive 
power. Apparently, Aaron did not regard this as rejection of 
of God. On the following day, sacrificial offerings, drinking, 
and other pagan revelries were done to worship the calf. 

b. God Disclaims Israel (32:7-10) 
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God told Moses to go down to "your people" - people who 
had defiled themselves. He was on the verge of destroying 
the people and raising up a great nation from Moses and 
his descendants. 

c. Moses Intercedes (32:11-14) 

With a true pastor's heart, Moses sought to soften up the 
Lord on the basis of three facts: *He had already delivered 
them from Egypt; **His reputation among the Egyptians 
was at stake; ***His promises must be kept. To say that 
God, therefore, "repented," simply means that despite His 
grief and sorrow over the actions of the people. He would 
acquiesce to Moses' intercession and bypass judgment, 
even though they clearly deserved His punishment. 

d. Breaking of the Commandment Tables (32:15-20) 

The compassion of Moses, however, soon erupted into 
anger. As he descended the mountain with the two stone 
tablets in his hands, Joshua informed him that there was 
"a noise of war in the camp." Moses replied that it was 
the sound of jubilant celebration. When he saw the calf 
and dancing, he threw the stone tablets to the ground and 
smashed them, thereby symbolically declaring that the 
covenant had been annulled by Israel's disobedience. He 
then melted and made them drink their god. 

e. Excuses of Aaron (32:21-24) 

Moses blames Aaron for the people's behavior. Aaron 
blames the people and comes up with a ridiculous story 
as to the origin of the calf. In seeking to excuse himself, 
Aaron was willing to say anything. 

f. Faithfulness of the Levites (32:25-29) 

Moses appealed for those who were committed to God 
to "come on down." Only the Levites, Moses' own tribe, 
responded and they killed about 3,000 that day (cp. 1 Cor. 
10:8). The Levites were more concerned about God than 
their own kinsmen, thus giving evidence of their qualifica¬ 
tion as priests, which role they would soon assume. 
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g. Moses Resumes Intercession (32:30-32) 

Moses informs the people of his decision to resume his 
intercession. He pleaded with the Lord even to the 
extent of willingness to sacrifice himself: "blot me out" 
implies dying physically or having his name removed from 
those who belonged to God. 

h. God Declares Individual Responsibility (32:33-35) 

God's response to Moses' plea was that of individual 
responsibility. God's punishment will fall on those who 
sinned by worshipping the golden calf. 

i. God Reaffirms His Promise (33:1-3) 

Nevertheless, God remained faithful to His promise to 
take the people to the promised land. He would send an 
angel to drive out enemy forces from the land flowing with 
milk and honey. However, because the people were so stubborn 
and unruly, God Himself would not be in their midst. 

j. Removal of Ornaments (33:4-6) 

Overcome with mourning and penitence, the Israelites removed 
their ornaments, as God had previously told Moses to tell them. 
This would be another test of their obedience. These same 
ornaments, apparently, would be later used for good within the 
Tabernacle (35:22). 

k. The Tent of Meeting (33:7-11) 

Instead of completely abandoning the people, God would 
travel far outside the camp. This was a reminder of God's 
displeasure with the people. However, anyone who wanted to 
consult with the Lord would go there. There God would speak 
to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. 

l. God Promises His Presence (33:12-17) 

The only thing that mattered to Moses was God's continued 
presence. The very thought of not having His presence almost 
paralyzed him. God promises His presence and calls him "My 
friend." 
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m. God's Hidden Glory (33:18-23) 

Moses asks for a full manifestation of God in all His splendor 
and majesty. However, God shows Moses his goodness and 
only glimpses of His glory since a complete revelation and 
disclosure of God's glorious presence was impossible. 

n. Renewal of the Covenant (34:1-35) 

Since the people had broken the first covenant, a new one 
was required if they were to be the covenant people. 

(1) Second Ten Commandments (34:1-4) 

Moses prepares two stone tablets like the first ones. 
He is directed to climb Mount Sinai in the morning. 

(2) God's Appearance Before Moses (34:5-9) 

The name of the Lord stood for or summarizes 
all that He is and does. The attributes of God in 
verses 6-7 denote His righteousness and love. 

Moses worships. His intercessory heart was still 
Beating with compassion and passion. 

(3) Declaration of Covenant (34:10) 

The Lord agrees to enter into covenant with them 
once again. He promises to do even greater things 
in their eyes. 

(4) Covenant Obligations (34:11-28) 

These verses basically repeat previous claims and 
responsibilities or obligations upon them. They 
serve as a reminder that obedience to God's laws 
is still the very foundation of His covenant with them. 

(5) God's Reflected Glory (34:29-35) 

The very face of Moses reflected God's glory. The 
people were afraid to go near him. Moses persuades 
them to come, nevertheless, and he gives them all 
the instructions he had received on the mountain. 
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The radiance of his face was a convincing reminder 
of their frailty and that Moses was God's man - he 
was to be followed. 


10. Implementation of the Instructions Given to Moses in 25:1-31:18 
(35:1-40:38) 

These chapters reveal how the instructions given to Moses earlier 
were implemented or completed. While there is some variation in 
regard to verb tenses, phrases, sequence, and concluding remarks, 
this section will only refer to some additions not found previously. 

a. Preliminaries for Building the Tabernacle (35:1-36:7) 

(1) Instructions for the Sabbath (35:1-3) 

In order to stress the utter significance of worship, 
this is mentioned first. To "not even light fires" is 
added because it usually required much time and 
effort. 

(2) Material Offerings for the Tabernacle (35:4-36:7) 

The call for "all of you who are gifted craftsmen" 
surpasses the two mentioned in 35:10. 35:20-29 
is also added, along with the generous response 
of the people (36:2-7). 

b. Building the Tabernacle (36:8-38) 

The order of construction is here modified somewhat 
from chapters 25-31 and information in 26:9b, 12, 13, 

30, 33-35 is not repeated. "Looking glasses or bronze 
mirrors" (v. 8) is new to accentuate piety. 

c. Appliances within the Tabernacle (37:1-38:31) 

(1) The Ark (37:1-9) 

(2) The Table (37:10-16) 

(3) The Lampstand (37:17-24) 

(4) The Incense Altar (37:25-29) 

(5) The Altar for Burning Animal Sacrifices (38:1-1-7) 

(6) The Washbasin (38:8) 

(7) The Courtyard (38:9-20) 

(8) The Inventory (38:21-31) 
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The value of the offerings is apparently added 
to stress their dedication to God. 


d. Clothing for Priests (39:1-31) 

Again, there is a minor modification as to order from 
the previous section (28:1-43). Also, the skillful work 
of the craftsmen is stressed. " Just as the Lord had 
commanded Moses" is stated six times (verses 1, 5, 7, 

21, 26, 31) to emphasize explicit obedience to God's 
directives. 

(1) Summary Statement (39:1) 

This introductory summary statement to the 
making of clothes or garments for the priests 
is new. 

(2) The Ephod (39:2-7) 

(3) The Chestpiece (39:8-21) 

(4) The Robe of the Ephod (39:22-31) 

e. Completion of the Tabernacle (39:32) 

''Just as the Lord had commanded Moses" occurs 
again to stress complete obedience to God. 

f. Inspection of the Tabernacle (39:33-43) 

Since Moses had seen the pattern for the Tabernacle, 
he alone was uniquely qualified to inspect it. His verdict 
was one of blessing since “it had been done as the Lord had 
commanded him." 

g. Final Instructions to Moses for Use of Tabernacle (40:1-33) 

The erection of the Tabernacle was to be on the first day 
of the new year (v. 2). Specifics are given regarding the exact 
placement or location of the furnishings (v. 3-8), followed by 
anointing with oil to denote separation to God (v. 9-11). 

How Aaron and his sons are to be consecrated is detailed 
in vs. 12-15. That Moses did “everything as the Lord had 
commanded him" (v. 16) stresses his total obedience to God, 
with other noted details in vs. 18-33. 


25 



h. Presence of the Lord Fills the Tabernacle (40:43-48) 

The cloud which had been their guide heretofore now 
covered the Tabernacle with such glorious manifestation 
of God's presence that Moses was no longer able to enter 
it. The cloud and fire would be on the Tabernacle day 
and night so as to assure the people of God's abiding 
presence. God's promises were kept again and again. 

His presence and protective power would take them to 
the promised land. 
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